
 

3.2.1 Innovations and Initiatives for Creation and Transfer of Knowledge 

The department launched the department website with the URL https://www.massmediashillong.com/ 

The website for the Department of Mass Media at St. Anthony's College is a very innovative and user-

friendly resource for students, faculty, and alumni. The site is well-organized and easy to navigate, with 

clear and concise information about all aspects of the department. The site also features a number of 

interactive features, such as a blog which allow students to learn more about the department and its 

offerings. 

The website allows for the following 

a) Allow the students of the department to showcase their work during the semester. 

b) Allow alumni to provide information to current students like job openings and so on. 

c) Allow the faculty to update the students with the latest news of the department 

d) Allow for featuring assigments such as films and podcasts made by the students 

e) Students may also comment on each of the blog post inserted in the website  
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Project Title 

FINAL REPORT 2021-2022 

The Northeast India AV Archive, St. Anthony’s College, Shillong – Meghalaya, India 
 

Project Covered 

April 1st, 2021 to March 31st, 2022 
 

Activities 
 

General Film Collection 

The Northeast India AV Archive made the first batch of film purchases from Films 

Division, Mumbai in September 2021. Films Division has a large collection of films 

relating to northeast India. The first batch of films totalling 180 DVDs were sorted and 

backups were made. The next batch has been ordered and we are awaiting response 

from Films Division Mumbai. 

 

Staff of the archive sorting films received from Films Division, Mumbai 

 
The archive engaged 8 researchers in total to research and collect documentary films 

from their respective states. The names of the researchers and their state are:- 



● Reep Pandi from Sikkim 

● Talilula from Nagaland 

● Unsheen Leegang from Arunachal Pradesh 

● Reuben Lalmalsawma from Mizoram 

● Paromita Bora from Assam 

● Johnson Rajkumar from Manipur 

● Nidaphi Hynniewta from Meghalaya 

● James Ratan Tripura from Tripura 

 
One more researcher from Upper Assam was no longer engaged as the one researcher 

(Paromita Bora) did sufficient work. If required, later in the year, the additional 

researcher remuneration will be borne from other funds of the archive. 

 
Before the researchers started their work, two workshops, on the 9th and 10th of 

September 2021 were conducted online namely, 

1. ‘Doing Research: Collecting Material and Work Practices. Some Tips 7 

Observations’ by Prof. Andrew May (Professor of History in the School of Historical & 

Philosophical Studies at the University of Melbourne) 

2. ‘Expanding the History of Documentary Images in Northeast India’ by Mr. Tarun 

Bhartiya (Filmmaker) and Mr. Nathaniel Majaw (Project Director, The Northeast India AV 

Archive). 

Engaging the researchers has been hugely successful as they have managed to collect 

not only the list of filmmakers and films but also received soft copies of documentary 

films and photographs from their respective states. 

 
The films and other material collected so far are as follows: 

● Films Collected - 805 

● Photographs - Approximately 15,000 

● Negatives - Approximately - 6,000 

● Historical Documents - 60 

● Vernacular Books - 60 

● Celluloid Film - 6 cans 

● VHS Tapes - Approx. 200 

● Mini DV Tapes - Approx. 200 

 
The allotted amount for this activity was not completely utilised as there was minimal 

need for purchase of films from filmmakers. The majority of filmmakers contributed 

their films without taking a fee. 



 

Online Workshop with researchers 
 

Cataloguing and Archiving Two Artist's Work 

Hamlet Bareh Ngapkynta 

Ka Synjuk Ri Ki Laiphew Syiem was shot in 16mm film format and was upscaled to 35mm. 

It received a certificate from the Central Board of Film Censors in 1981. In 1982 the film 

was shown in local cinemas in Shillong. In 1987, the film was improved by normalising 

the speed and blurred portions of the film were removed. Ka Synjuk Ri Ki Laiphew Syiem 

was never digitised. The only surviving copy of the Ka Synjuk Ri Ki Laiphew Syiem is 

owned by the family of Hamlet Bareh Ngapkynta. On 29th July 2021, Shri. Ribor M. B. 

Kharshiing (Son of Dr. Hamlet Bareh and proprietor of Merliham Arrangements) handed 

the film cans of Ka Synjuk Ri Ki Laiphew Syiem to The Northeast India AV Archive for 

inspection and cleaning. The condition of the celluloid film was found to be good and 

favourable for digitisation. There is a concern though that the entire film may not be in 

the five cans given to the archive by Shri. Ribor Kharshiing. 
 

Archive team with Mr. Ribor Kharshiing (right) at his residence accepting the film cans of ‘Ka Synjuk Ri Ki 

Laiphew Syiem’ 



The Team from The Northeast India AV Archive, led by Prof. Nathaniel D. N. Majaw and 

Prof. Dondor E. Lyngdoh, visited India’s leading film processing lab Prasad Labs, at 

Chennai and digitised all the reels present in the film cans. 
 

Prasad Labs, Chennai 

Apart from the film, the family also contributed a large trunk containing the works of Mr. 

Ngapkynta. The cataloguing and digitisation of papers, letters, certificates and writings 

of Mr. Ngapkynta was overseen by Junisha Khongwir, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Mass Media / Working Committee member of The Northeast India AV Archive. 

 
Dhruba Deka’s Collection of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Works 

 

On the 19th March 2022, a team from the North East India AV Archive, which consisted of 
Nathaniel Majaw (Project Director), Fullstar Sohtun (Asst. Project Director), Freddie 
Majaw (Project-in-charge) and Tarun Bhartiya (working committee member) visited 
Gaurav Rajkhowa (Researcher) in Guwahati Assam at 11am who explained about the 
media scene in Assam, with special reference to recording studios. He later took the 
team to meet Dhruba Deka at his residence who in turn showed the team his collection 
of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika’s audio recordings. Dr. Bhupen Hazarika is an icon, he is an 
Assamese singer, songwriter, poet, actor and filmmaker. Dhruba Deka who is a music 
teacher and is passionate about Dr. Bhupen’s work has an extensive collection of Dr. 
Bhupen. The collection includes: 

 

● Vinyl records 

● Digitise audio cassettes in audio CD format 

● Audio cassette covers 

● Video recordings of live performances 

The plan of action is to first conduct a lengthy interview of Mr. Deka then proceed with 

cataloguing and making copies of his collection to be kept at The Northeast India AV 

Archive. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances and unavailability of Mr. Dhruba, this project started 

late and will continue to be carried out in the months of April and May 2022. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the residence of Mr. Dhruba Deka 
 

 
Archive team with Dhruba Deka (2nd from the right) researcher Gaurav Rajkhowa (2nd from the left) 

 

Oral History 
 

The Oral History Project is on-going even though there were disruptions and loss of time 

due to restrictions of the pandemic. Below are a few photos from the oral history 

project. The oral history project is being overseen by Rajani K. Chhetri, Assistant 

Professor / Working Committee member of The Northeast India AV Archive. 

The videos of the oral history project can be accessed using the following link with 

password: 

Link: 

https://readycloud.netgear.com/client/browselink.html#t=1iiu2sq0qpwfo 

6bvg0zf4ikhs1l/Oral%20History 

Password: 

YTdlYzFkMDcy 

https://readycloud.netgear.com/client/browselink.html%23t%3D1iiu2sq0qpwfo6bvg0zf4ikhs1l/Oral%20History
https://readycloud.netgear.com/client/browselink.html%23t%3D1iiu2sq0qpwfo6bvg0zf4ikhs1l/Oral%20History


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Oral History Project Interviews 
 

Internship Programme 
This year too, the internship programme has enabled the archive to speed its cataloguing 

processing. The interns were also able to assist in research and managing the social media 

posts. In summer, we engaged three interns (Betsame Lamar, Risa Wahlang, Lisheng 

Loyi, Werlang Buhphang) and this winter (January 2022 - February 2022) we have 

engaged three interns (Christina Taipodia, Brandon E. Kharrubon, Wandaphi L. 

Mawlong). 

Travelling Audio Visual Exhibition 

The travelling audio visual exhibition (Activity 6) could not be executed as government 

Covid-19 protocols did not allow for public gathering. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interns at the Archive Office 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
Purchase of AV Equipment 
With some financial support provided by the Department of Tourism, Government of 
Meghalaya, the archive office was able to purchase professional audio and video 
equipment for its oral history project. We were also able to purchase a storage server 
with high capacity storage. 

 
Curation of Online Photo Exhibition on India at 75 (15th August 2021) 
On the 15th of August 2021, The Northeast India AV Archive curated an online exhibition 
based on India celebrating 75 years of Independence titled ‘Celebrating India at 75’ for 
the Department of Arts and Culture, Government of Meghalaya. 

 

 
 

Visit of Ms. Aoi Ishimaru and Ms. Shalini Bisht, Japan Foundation to The Northeast 
India AV Archive Office (24th November 2021) 
On the 24th November, 2021, the Northeast India AV Archive was glad to welcome Ms 
Aoi Ishimaru and Ms Shalini Bisht of the Japan Foundation, New Delhi to the NEIAV 
Archive on their visit. During their short visit, we learned much about The Japan 
Foundation, New Delhi which was established in 1994 and its cultural communication 
exchange programmes through their key departments in New Delhi which include Arts 



and Culture, Japanese language education, and Japanese studies and intellectual 
exchange. Ms Aoi Ishimaru discussed the possible future collaboration between Japan 
Foundation and St. Anthony’s College to conduct programmes by the Japan Foundation 
in the college campus. 

 
 
 

Contributions from Ahmed Hossain (Photographer) 

The Archive team visited Mr. Ahmed Hossain at his residence in Shillong to view his large 
collection of photographs which have been taken by him in his career spanning over 50 
years. Mr. Ahmed Hossain photographed many of the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh and 
Nagaland in the 1970s. He has contributed some of his rare photographs to the archive. 
We were also able to assist Mr. Hossain in selling his photographs to the department of 
Information and Public Relations, Government of Meghalaya and also to the Office of 
the Meghalaya Legislative Assembly. 

 

 

Sorting photographs at the residence of Mr. Ahmed Hossain 

 

Other Contributions 

Ms. Gertrude Lamare (PhD Scholar) contributed three picture postcards titled 'Khasia 
Coolies Resting', 'Shillong Lower Elephant Falls' and 'View from Barapani Bridge', which 
were printed in the early 1900s. Gertrude Lamare purchased these postcards from an 
antique shop in London, England. 



 

Archive team With Ms. Gertrude Lamare (left) and contributed picture postcards (right) 
 

Ms. Risa Wahlang contributed about 100 documents dating back to the 1970s-1980s 
which belonged to her grand uncle. These documents were correspondence between 
her grand uncle, who was a political party worker, and diplomats and politicians of that 
time. 
Mr. Ashok Elwin contributed various photographs from the 1970s which he took in 
Meghalaya. Mr. Ashok Elwin is the son of (L) Verrier Elwin, a well renowned 
anthropologist who worked in erstwhile NEFA (Arunachal Pradesh). 

 
 

Visit by NIDA (Northeast India Interactive Digital Archive) 
 

 

On 24th of March 2022, Devraj Chaliha (first from the left) and his colleagues visited the 
archive office. They are a group of individuals interested in setting up a digital archive in 
Guwahati. At present, they are calling themselves ‘Northeast India Interactive Digital 
Archive’. we discussed the materials they had and the possibility of future 
collaborations. 



Assisting Various Organisation with 
Information and Audio-Visual Material 

 

These were some of the organizations and individuals which we had been able to assist 
them with the resource that is available at the archive. 

 

Directorate of Information and Public Relations, Government of Meghalaya 
 

1. 2022 Meghalaya wall calendar. 
 

2. 2022 Meghalaya table calendar. 
 

3. 2022 Meghalaya planner/diary. 
 

4. Short documentary film on the state’s fifty years of existence. 
 

5. The initiation and execution of the Memory Crate project, a time capsule to be 
opened in the year 2072. 

 

6. Providing images for the official social media pages of the Government of 
Meghalaya. 

 

Directorate of Arts and Culture, Government of Meghalaya 
 

1. Museums on Wheels, a visual exhibition on the history of the hill state 
movement. 

 

 
2. Recording of a music album from an old song booklet which was retrieved by the 
archive in the year 2019. The booklet contains songs sung by the volunteers during the 
hill state movement in the years 1960’s and 1970’s. 

 

3. Book published by the department on the Hill State movement entitled “The Hill 
State Movement in Meghalaya: A Socio- Historical narrative” 

 

Department of Education, Government of Meghalaya 
 

1. Book published by the department of Education entitled “ Meghalaya at Fifty 
1972-2022” 



Dakti Craft 
 

1. Provided archival images to Dakti Craft for an exhibition held at Meghalayan Age 
Store, Connaught Place, New Delhi. 

 

Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) 
 

1. Provided images for their exhibitions held in Meghalaya. 
 
 

— end – 
 

Ms Yui Nakamura 

Senior Program Officer 

Sasakawa Peace Foundation 

Prof. Nathaniel Donbor Nampui Majaw 

Project Director 

The Northeast India AV Archive 

St. Anthony’s College, Shillong 


































